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Passing on to the South, we find that the ten or twelve years
prior to the establishment of the Bishopric of Madras had been a
time of great progress in Tinnevelly. Bhenius proved himself a
most devoted and untiring missionary. Year by year the converts
increased in number. The people who put themselves under
instruction, indeed, were far more numerous than could be
satisfactorily dealt with. Many native catechists and teachers
were employed, but they needed more instruction themselves,
and more supervision than the three or four missionaries in the
province could give them. It was really a good thing that the
opposition of the Heathen was incessant, and that persecution
ever and anon broke out. Tbis constantly weeded the catechumens,
those who were double-minded or half-hearted falling back;
while the baptized Christians, not having been admitted to the
Church till they had been well tested, for the most part remained
steadfast. The pastoral care of the Christians, scattered as they
were over the country in more than two hundred towns and
villages, was a heavy burden upon the missionaries ; but in 1830
an important step was taken towards the development of an
indigenous Native Church by the ordination of the first Tamil
pastor, John Devasagayam. He had been for some years working
as an Inspecting Schoolmaster in the Tranquebar district, of
which the Society was for a time in charge when the old Danish
Mission had corne to an end; and he had emphatically earned for
himself a good degree. It was Bishop Turner, the fourth Bishop
of Calcutta, who, while on.' a visit to Madras, had the privilege
of ordaining the first Native clergyman in South India.
Devasagayam, on his ordination, was sent to Tinnevelly, and
there, in 1836, he received priest's orders from Bishop Corrie, in
Trinity Church, Palamcotta. This church, opened in June, 1826,
was the first of several substantial churches, with towers or
spires, that were erected in the province, and became the
outward and visible sign of the growth of Christianity. Many
services of deep interest have been held hi it in the past seventy
years.

Bhenius founded several useful societies among the people,
especially the Dlianna Sangam, or Native Philanthropic Society,
for the purchase of land and houses as a refuge for converts who
were persecuted. Several Christian villages sprang up under the
auspices of this organization, such as Kadachapuram (Grace
Village), Suviseshapuram (Gospel Village), and Nallur (Good
Town). There were also a Poor Fund, a Widows' Fund, and
Tract and Bible Societies. In connexion with these last, Bhenius
did excellent translational and literary work.

For some years Bhenius also supervised the congregations
belonging to the old S.P.C.K, Mission, comprising in 1825 about
4200 Christians. Catechists for the old stations and districts were
supplied from Tanj ore and Trichinopoly; but the four or five
Germans at those centres were unable to spare from among them-